NAME ____________________________
PER _____

Introduction to Minerals - Structured Notes

Directions: Use the corresponding PPT file and MP3 file on the class website to introduce yourself to minerals while recording responses in the provided spaces below. Pause the audio as necessary, and write down any additional questions you may have for your teacher.

Complete sentences are not required, but you should write what is sufficient and necessary for a) passing an open-note quiz over the main ideas, and b) doing a lab activity in which you identify minerals.

Part 1 - Definition

List the five criteria that make an object “qualify” as a mineral. For each one, attempt to write examples and/or non-examples of a mineral.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Part 1.5 - Formation

Write the two main ways in which pure minerals form, including any special vocabulary.

1.

2.

Part 2 - Classification
How are minerals classified? __________________________________________________

List the six mineral classes we study in our unit. Next to each, include a hint for how to tell which is which, along with one example mineral, either from the slideshow or from other research.

	Mineral Class
	How to Tell
	Example Mineral

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Part 3 - Identification
What are your main guiding principles when trying to identify a mineral sample? Why?

For each identification test in the chart below, jot down information on how to perform the test and any other useful information from the slideshow or the audio. You will be expected to know the basics of how to do these procedures when you return to class. (Write down any questions you have!)

	Identification Test
	How To Perform
	Other Useful Info. / Reliability?

	Color
	
	

	Luster
	
	

	Scratch/Hardness Test
	
	

	Streak Test
	
	

	Crystal Shape
	
	

	Break Test
	
	

	Miscellaneous

(but important!)
	
	


Below / To the side, list any questions you still have about minerals. You may also jot down feedback for your teacher about this lesson.
