Acid Rain Reading Questions

Answer the following questions based on the reading about acid rain. The reading can be found at the following links or on my website. It is A-OK to scan the reading looking for answers to your questions, but please make sure you understand your own answers.

http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/acidrain/intro.html
http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/acidrain/causes.html
http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/acidrain/reducing.html
http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/acidrain/measurement.html
http://www.epa.gov/region1/eco/acidrain/future.html
Answer the following questions about acid rain in complete sentences on this sheet.

1. What is atmospheric deposition?

2. What are particulates?

3. How does acid rain occur?

4. What is the pH of pure water? What is the pH of rain, usually? What is the pH of acid rain?

5. Name the two oxides primarily responsible for the harmful effects of acid rain.

6. What is the difference between dry deposition and wet deposition?

7. Describe how emissions of the two oxides above can be reduced.

8. What is the EPA’s Acid Rain Program?

9. Why is dry deposition hard to measure? What variables are considered when measuring it?

10. Will it be easy to take measures to reduce acid rain? What would have to be done to make long lasting changes to reduce acid rain?

