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Structure and History of Earth’s Atmosphere
Use the following guiding questions to help you take notes about the topic. Your teacher may look over your notes or give an open-note quiz.
a) List the main components of our atmosphere (i.e., which gases) and approximately what percentage they represent.
b) How was Earth’s “primeval” (early) atmosphere different from the one we have today?

c) Briefly, what are some events that changed the composition of Earth’s atmosphere? Approximately how long has it been since Earth’s first atmosphere?
d) How do we divide up our atmosphere based on temperature differences? (troposphere, etc.) Make a couple brief notes about each layer to help you remember which is which.
e) How does the ionosphere work? (By the way, it’s not a temperature designation.)
f) What are a couple general ways in which Venus’s and Mars’s atmospheres differ from ours?
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g) What are a couple general ways in which Venus’s and Mars’s histories changed their atmospheres in a different way from Earth’s history?
	Venus
	Mars

	
	

	
	


