EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES/OPTIONS FOR EACH SIX WEEKS
PLEASE GO ONLINE TO VIEW THIS DOCUMENT…NO COPIES WILL BE PRINTED FOR YOU!!
Extra credit is available for all students each six weeks.  The Environmental Science Institute produces an outreach lecture series each month in which scientists from The University of Texas at Austin and other scientists from visiting universities present information related to earth science concepts.  All lectures are approximately one hour in length.  Extra credit provides students with the opportunity to replace their lowest homework/ classwork or quiz grade with a 100. Extra Credit is available until the 5th week of each six weeks.  Students have the following options for obtaining extra credit:

1.  Attend one of the scheduled lectures at The University of Texas at Austin at 7:00 pm in Welch hall.  Sign in at the student sign in table and listen to what the lecturer has to say about their research.

2.  All lectures are webcasted live and archived, so students who cannot attend may watch the lecture live from home after visiting the website http://www.esi.utexas.edu/outreach/lectures.html  and downloading the appropriate viewer.  If you choose this option, you must write a one page essay that is signed by your parents describing what you learned and how this topic relates to concepts we have discussed in class.  

3.  Choose any of the archived lectures that appeal to you and watch them at home.  If you choose this option, you will also  need to write a one page essay describing what you learned and how this topic relates to any discipline of science (earth science, physics, or life science).  You will also need a parent signature verifying that you have watched the lecture in its entirety.

4.  COME TO OFFICE HOURS and watch the lecture without having to write the essay.

5. Contribute to the WONDER WALL!

6. I encourage you to go to outreach lectures and contribute to the wonder wall, however you will only receive extra credit for one assignment each six weeks. 

Scheduled Lecture Topics and Dates at The University of Texas at Austin:
	
                   August 28
	Two Guys on Your Head University of Texas at Austin Dr. Art Markman, Dr. Bob Duke, & Rebecca McInroy
What is it about human behavior that causes us to ignore the realities of our changing environment and other aspects of sustainability that affect our lives? How does the brain work when it comes to understanding what is happening in the world around us? These and other questions will be explored by Two Guys on Your Head, Dr. Art Markman and Dr. Bob Duke, along with KUT Radio's Rebecca McInroy.
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October 16
	The Future of 3D Printing: The Democratization of Design, with Dr. Carolyn Seepersad
3D printing is capturing the imagination of makers, futurists, and scientists everywhere. It is already changing industry, as well as the capabilites of DIY makers. How does 3D printing work? Have we entered a new industrial revolution? What is the future of 3D printing, and how will it impact our lives? Dr. Carolyn Seepersad's research focuses on developing methods and computational tools for engineering design. She led the creation of The Innovation Station, the first of its kind 3D printing vending machine, accessible to all students on the campus of UT-Austin.   
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December 4
	Humanoids of Our Future, with Dr. Luis Sentis
Robots have become increasingly more humanlike as technology advances. Why do we build humanoid robots, and what can they do? Can robots have emotions or a sense of humor? How "human" can they actually be? Dr. Luis Sentis is the director of the UT Human Centered Robotics Lab. He has worked on several humanoid robots, and is the creator of the robot Dreamer, which appeared in the movie Transformers: Age of Extinctionwith Mark Walhberg.




