1: How can I help my child succeed in your class?
A:   * Encourage students to stay organized

      * Encourage students to write down agenda in daily 
            planner/agenda book

      * Encourage students to keep up with science notebook

      * Check ttasneem.yolasite.com for daily assignments 
      * If students are struggling, encourage students to come to  

          tutoring (does not have to be my tutoring day)
2: What is your grading policy?
Labs 





40%  

Tests 




30%

Homework Starters/ Classwork 
20%

Quizzlets 




10% 
3: How do I keep track of my student's grade?
A:  ParentConnection (Gradespeed) is the best tool to use for monitoring your student's progress. Please make sure that both you and your student create accounts to access Gradespeed.  You may only do this when you have received a PIN number from Austin ISD.  Unfortunately, I do not have access to PIN numbers.  

Although I try my best to keep grades updated weekly, I may fall behind and some dates may not reflect actual due dates, but rather the date the assignment was entered into Gradespeed. Student work should also be recorded in the Science Notebook. I recommend you review your student’s Science Notebook for additional details.

4: How can I contact You?
Email (Ttasneem@austinisd.org) is the best way to contact me and get a timely response (usually the same day).  During the school day, my phone is usually turned to make busy and I often forget to check my messages.  Should you need to speak with me in person, my conference period is from 
5: Where can I find my student's homework?
Agendas are posted daily on the whiteboard, on the screen as students walk in, and on the website.  Students should keep track of their agendas on the provided “Agendas” sheet given that is kept in their science notebook.  

Additionally, most assignments can be found on my website with due dates and daily homework. 
6: What Should I do if my student is absent? 

There are three systems in place for students to find missing work.  Students with excused absences have ONE WEEK to make up labs and other missed work after school during tutoring or during an elective class (with teacher permission).

1.  We have a buddy memo system in class in which a student who sits next to or at the same table as yours will fill out a buddy memo form and attach all papers handed out that day then place them in the buddy memo box located under the agenda at the front of the room.  When your student returns, they should first check the buddy memo box.  
2.  To the right of the buddy memo box, there is a bulletin board labeled “What Did We Do?”  where students can access the assignments they missed.

3.  Check ttasneem.yolasite.com

4.  Ask Ms. Tasneem at the end of class or send and email
7: What is a Science Binder?
A: The Science Binder is used each day. All work in science class is recorded in this binder. If your child misses class, it is important he/she independently asks a student in his/her class period to see the work that was missed. Binder checks occur randomly every three weeks. 

The Science binder is a way to help your student stay organized with the material covered in class.  It is a 1.5 inch binder with the following labeled dividers:

1.  Agendas/Grades

2.  Notes

3.  Labs

4.  Homework Readings

5.  Quizzlets/Test Reviews

Students who lose their notebook are still responsible for the content. Please see teacher ASAP for more information.

8: When are your office hours? 
Office hours are from 3:00-4:30pm Tuesday-Thursday every week.  This is a time for students to make up work, get extra help with content, or work quietly on homework.  
Tuesday- Ms. Tasneem (Rm 113)

Wednesday-  Mr. Barton (Rm 114)
Thursday-  Mr. Slapak (Rm 112A)
9:  Do you accept late work?

The late work policy that will be enforced in this class is the same for All 8th grade core classes. Students have three SCHOOL days  (not 3 class days) to turn in late work with a late slip (see below) and YOUR signature to earn up to half credit.  Students who turn in late work to the late work bin without a late slip will not receive credit for that assignment.  The late work slip is a means for you, your student, and I to stay in communication about when students are falling behind.
NO ASSIGNMENT SHEET

	Student Name: ____________________________
	Assignment: _______________________________


The above assignment will not be turned in on its Original Due Date.

	Original

Due Date: ____________________
	Late Work

Due Date: _____________________

(3 school days after Original Due Date.)
	Teacher Initials: ________________

(It is the responsibility of the student to get his or her teacher’s initial here on the Original Due Date.)


This assignment is late because…

	□
I was absent on the day assignment was assigned or due.
	□
Reason: ___________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________


· I know that I must turn in the late assignment by the Late Work Due Date to receive a maximum of 50% credit for the assignment.

· I know that I must get my TEACHER to INITIAL this sheet on the Original Due Date.

· I know that I must get this sheet SIGNED by a Parent or Guardian and that I must ATTACH it to the Late Assignment when I turn it in.

· I know that failure to follow these procedures will result in a ZERO for the assignment.

· For a project, 30% will be taken off for the first 3 days it is late.  50% will be taken off if the project is 4 or 5 days late.  After 5 days, no credit will be awarded.

	________________________________________

Student’s Signature
	________________________________________

Parent’s or Guardian’s Signature


10: Are there opportunities for extra credit?
Extra Credit is available for students until the 5th week of each grading period.  Extra Credit only applies to the lowest quiz grade or homework grade.  There are no extra credit points awarded to students for poor lab grades or test grades.  

Please see attached file for extra credit opportunities for this semester!

DATE RECEIVED











