Plankton Reading Questions
1. What are plankton? 

2. Fill in the following table:

	Zone
	Where do organisms in this zone live?
	Swimming Ability
	Type of movement (lateral/vertical)

	Pelagic
	Surface waters
	Limited to zero
	Controlled vertically

	Benthic
	
	
	


3. Briefly describe the four types of phytoplankton

	Common Phytoplankton
	Brief Description

	Coccoid Cyanobacteria
	

	Diatoms
	

	Dinoflagellates
	

	Coccolithophores
	


4. Briefly describe the five types of zooplankton

	Common Zooplankton
	Brief Description 

	Copepods
	

	Krill
	

	Radiolarians
	

	Foraminiferans
	

	Macroplankton
	


5. Draw a diagram of a marine biotic community. Make sure to label your organisms as producers, consumers, decomposers, autotrophs, heterotrophs, saprotrophs in your diagram. 

