Actual Climate Data

Objective: To introduce students to actual climate data and signs of any long-term changes in climate.

Use these sites (and possibly others that you find) to answer the prompts below:

· http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/
· http://journals.ametsoc.org/doi/pdf/10.1175/2013BAMSStateoftheClimate.1 (especially page 166 of this PDF file, you do not need to read the whole thing!)
1. For the USA, how far back in time do our climate records extend? (Use the graphs to help you.)
2. For 2012 overall and for 2013 so far, how have the global temperatures ranked against our previous records?
3. Have precipitation patterns been unusual (in the USA or globally) in the past several years? If so, how?
4. Find at least three record-setting pieces of climate data taken in the last three months.
5. Choose another region in the world (not CONUS), and summarize the state of its climate in 2012 and in 2013 so far. (Other links of the NCDC and the PDF file are helpful here.)
