Student FAQ 

1.  Why should I care about Earth Science?
Well dudes, ultimately the future is in your hands!  To understand Earth processes that affect us now and in the future, we have to look for evidence of what happened in the past which also challenges our society to think about the future (you are the future).  Some of the exciting questions Earth science poses include:  Why is California prone to earthquakes? Why is the beach eroding and what can we do about it? Why isn’t a floodplain a good location to build a house? Where will we get the fuel to power our cars and planes in the future? Where will we get fresh water to drink? How can I help to protect the environment?

Earth science empowers us to think globally and act locally — to make sound decisions about issues important in our lives as individuals and citizens. If you understand how Earth systems work you can make informed decisions about where to buy or build a home out of harm’s way.  You can debate and resolve issues surrounding clean water, urban planning and development, national security, global climate change, and the use and management of natural resources.  
Earth Science includes and applies knowledge from biology, chemistry, physics, ecology, and mathematics to tackle complex interdisciplinary issues. Earth science education also improves critical thinking skills. It offers a historical perspective and improves our ability to predict future events. Earth science provides a strong background for many career paths and instills an understanding of how the Earth system influences the many and varied aspects of human activity.  Earth scientists work for a wide range of organizations, including petroleum companies, environmental firms, mining companies, and construction companies. They work in local, state, and federal government agencies and teach in our schools, colleges, and universities. Earth scientists also work in non-traditional industries such as telecommunications and financial planning, assisting their organizations to address Earth-related issues that affect their activities.

My goal for you this year is for you to walk away with a solid foundation in Earth Science so that you can make informed decisions in the future.  
2.  How will I be graded in this class?

Labs  





40%

          
Tests  





30%
Homework Starters / Classwork   

20%


Quizzlets                        


10%

NOTE:  EVERYTHING YOU DO IN CLASS IS FAIR GAME FOR A GRADE, HOWEVER EVERYTHING YOU DO IN CLASS IS NOT NECESSARILY GRADED.  

3.  How can I be successful in your class?
Be an ACTIVE participant in your own learning by constructively participating in group discussions, labs, activities, and reflect on what you understand by explaining it to others.  Also, be sure to ASK questions when you don’t understand a concept in class.
The unit tests are more conceptual than you are used to and require you to apply what you have learned in class to a new situation.  Memorization might get you half way through the test, at best.  Remember Study smart NOT hard!


4.  What should I bring to class?
Science Binder (any size, as long as it’s 3 ring)
Pens

Pencils

Colored Pencils

Markers

5.  What should be in my science binder?
Your binder should have 5 dividers (these are only suggestions):
1.  Class Documents
2.  Notes/Classwork
3.  Labs

4.  Homework Readings/Assignments
5.  Quizzlets/Test Reviews

6.  I’m having a hard time understanding you Ms. Tasneem, what should I do?
Please come to office hours on Thursdays from 3:00-4:00!  I also encourage you to go to Mr. Barton’s (Wednesdays) or Mr. Slapak’s (Tuesdays) office hours if you can’t make Thursdays after school.  We all teach the same curriculum, maybe they have a different way of explaining it to you that will help you.  

7.  What’s my grade?
Look in TEAMS.Don’t throw away your returned papers.  YOU should be recording and keeping all graded work for each unit. However, please note that I may make mistakes and a hard copy of your graded assignment may be required to rectify the situation. 
8.  I was absent.  What did we do?
Well we missed you…but then we moved on with class.  There are three systems in place for you to find what you missed:

Remember you have ONE WEEK to make up labs and other missed work after school during tutoring or during an elective class (with teacher permission).

1.  Check the buddy memo box under the agenda at the front of the room.    

2.  If there is no buddy memo, to the right of the buddy memo box, there is a bulletin board labeled “What Did We Do?”  where you can get all the papers that were passed out.  Follow the directions on the board

3.  Check ttasneem.yolasite.com

4.  Ask Ms. Tasneem at the end of class, send an email, or come to tutoring.  
9.  Do you accept late work?
The late work policy that will be enforced in this class is the same for All of your 8th grade core classes.  You have three SCHOOL days (from the date it was assigned) to turn in late work to earn up to half credit.  This does not mean that you have three A days or three B days to turn in late work.  Even if you do not have my class that day, make sure you turn in late work to the late work bin! 
10.  What can I do for extra credit?
Extra Credit is available for until the 5th week of each grading period.  Extra Credit only applies to the lowest quiz grade or homework grade.  There are no extra credit points for poor lab grades or test grades.  

Please see attached file on website for extra credit opportunities for this semester!

